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• Woodland Trust – who we are and what we do

• The benefits of trees and woods

• Delivery of woodland creation

• Community ownership

• Neighbourhood planning

Agenda



Conservation charity formed 40 years ago in Devon

Now own over 1,000 sites across UK covering 20,000ha

Own four woods in Rutland covering 86 hectares

Approx 400,000 members & active supporters

The Woodland Trust



Our Vision

A UK rich in native trees and woods, for people 

and wildlife



To enable the creation of more native 

woods and places rich in trees

To protect native woods, trees and their 

wildlife for the future 

To inspire everyone to enjoy and value 

woods and trees

3 key aims



• Wildlife

• Health & wellbeing

• Climate change

• Water benefits

• Economy

• Sustainable communities

The unique range of benefits 

of trees, woods and forests



Health and wellbeing 
"Access to green spaces is associated with better mental and physical health across 

socioeconomic groups." 

"Defra will lead a national campaign to increase tree planting throughout England,  

particularly in areas where tree cover would help to improve residents' quality of life and 

reduce the negative effects of deprivation, including health inequalities." 

White Paper - Healthy Lives, Healthy People; Dept of Health, Nov 2010



Evidence

•In Glasgow, 1,300 extra deaths each 

year in areas with poor green space 

provision

•People living far away from green 

spaces are 27% more likely to be 

overweight or obese

•Cost to economy of physical inactivity 

is £8.2 billion a year

•Trees enhance mood, improve self 

esteem and reduce blood pressure

•Environmental volunteering including 

tree planting is as effective as 

aerobics in improving fitness



Water quality              Flooding

Water benefits:



Sustainable communities 
Woodland related activities encourage a 

sense of community and contribute to a 

sense of well being



Trees can help save money



• People need trees and woods near to their homes

• Woodland Trust “Access to Woodland Standard”

• Only 9% of people in Rutland have a small wood 

within walking distance of their homes





MOREwoods



All those who made sacrifices in the First World War did so in the hope
of securing a brighter future for future generations.

In this 4-year centenary period, we can’t think of a better way to give thanks
for this than by doing the same - we’re creating thousands of acres of life-giving 
native woodland, as a permanent legacy for the whole country.



No-one else can give thanks quite like this.
Our Centenary Wood project is a fitting national 
commemoration of the First World War,
with HRH the Princess Royal as our Patron.

Above and beyond this, it’s an important conservation 
project that will ensure the future of millions of trees
and the flora and fauna they support.

By 2018, we will have:

• Created four life-giving national woods
in England, Northern Ireland, Scotland & Wales

• Enabled people to dedicate trees in each 
wood, to everyone they wish to give thanks to

• Given thousands of tree planting packs
to schools and local communities

• Enabled the planting of 3 million trees

• Involved 1 million children

It’s the biggest, most ambitious planting project
in our entire history - and we really need your help.



Community Woodlands Pilot

November 2015 – October 2017

We will:

• Provide start up grants of £500 for at least 40 communities  

• Provide project support grants of £10,000 for at least 10 communities  

• Employ a Community Woodland Officer to deliver direct support 

• Run community training workshops as part of a knowledge share partnership 

• Create an online map of grant funded projects

Our ambition is to deliver support direct to communities, primarily but not exclusively in 

the north of England 



Common Wood, Buckinghamshire 
13 Years Community Ownership



Neighbourhood Planning

• Forms part of the development plan

• Over 1000 in progress so far

• Approx 100 plans finalised

EN5: Trees

Development that damages or results in the loss of 

ancient trees or trees of good arboricultural and 

amenity value will not normally be permitted.

Proposals should be designed to retain ancient trees or 

trees of arboricultural and amenity value. 

Proposals should be accompanied by a tree survey that 

establishes the health and longevity of any affected 

trees.





“The best time to plant a tree was 20 years ago

The second best time is now!”

Chinese proverb



www.woodlandtrust.org.uk

nicksandford@woodlandtrust.org.uk

Thank you for listening 


